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Joint program planning within the NCRAC is camried on in accordance with a
resolution of the Plenary Session of September, 1952, which reads in part as
follows:

. [We regard_|**joint program planning within the NCRAC... as the basic pro-
cess in the coordination and integration of program of the autonomous constituent
agencies. Our understanding of joint program planning is that it involves the com-
plete sharing among all NCRAC member agencies of program plans in broad form
and general outline for a specified forthcoming period, the adoption of recommen-
dations for a joint program plan, and the continuing review and evaluation of the
joint plans in practice. ... It shall be the responsibility of each appropriate com-
mittee by majority vote to recommend joint program plans, which each autonomous
member agency may accept or reject, in accordance with NCRAC procedure. It
shall be the responsibility of the Executive Committee of the NCRAC to integrate
the sum total of the plans so recommended by standing and other committees,
thereby establishing joint program planning for the field as a whole....”

National Community Relations Advisory Council
9 East 38th Street New York 16, N. Y.
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Introduction

This joint program plan is a statement of the com-
bined judgments of the member agencies of the NCRAC
as to the ways in which the purposes of the Jewish com-
munity relations field may best be advanced during the
coming year,

What are the purposes of the Jewish community re-
lations field? They have been defined as

the protection and enkancement of equal
rights and equal opportunities and the
fostering of conditions that contribute toward
the vitality of Jewish living.

In their efforts to promote these purposes, Jewish
commurity relations agencies work for

Equality of opportunity, without regard to race, relig-
ion, ancestry or origin, in employment, in education,
in immigration, in housing, and in every other phase

of our national life,

Freedom of individual thought, opinion, expression
and association; and the protection of these freedoms,
through democratic means, against subversion and as-
sault by all inimical forces,

Freedom of religion from any interference or intrusion
by government; maintenance of complete separation
of church and state,

Amicable relationships among ethnic, racial,
national, religious and other groupings in the popu-
lation; an atmosphere of mutual acceptance and re-
spect; cooperation in the advancement of the general
welfare,

. These may be considered the constant objectives of
the Jewish community relations field. As times and con-
ditions change, some of these objectives may seem to
grow closer to realization or more difficult of attainment,
Some may be threatened by circumstances and events or,
on the other hand, developments may prove favorable to
them, If adverse trends can be foreseen, steps may he

taken to reduce their harmful effects, If favorable ten-
dencies can be anticipated, steps may be planned to take
full advantage of them. If this is to be done, there must
be continual alertness to developments and continual
adaptation of programs and projects to guard against
dangers and take advantage of opportunities, This, in es.
sence, is what joint planning is for.

In the NCRAC, the member agencies carry on such
jeint planning through the year, They continually review
their programs, evalunate their effectiveness, and consider
what should be done in the light of new or changed con-
ditions, Each year, the member agencies join in project-
ing for the year ahead their judgment as to probable
trends and the best ways of dealing with them so as to
advance the purposes of Jewish community relations, The
result of this process is the annual Joint Program Plan
for Jewish Community Relations,

The present joint program plan was adopted by the
Plenary Session in June, 1955, It is based on recoms
mendations made to the Plenum by various standing com-
mittees after intensive study and discussion in those
committees, Those recommendations were reviewed at
the Plenary Session in workshop groups, which in turn
brought in to the full Plenum their recommendations for
major emphases and prierities in programming, These
recommendations, as amended and approved by the
Plenum, comprise the “Guide to Program Planning,”’
which constitutes the next section of this Plan.

Every joint program plan is an expression of care-
fully considered judgment, based on a pooling of infor-
mation, knowledge and opinion from all the member
agencies. As judgments, the plans are subject to revision
at any time against the test of experience, The plans are
broad and inclusive. They cannot be applied directly by
every member agency. Rather they must be regarded by
each agency or community as a general guide, from which
suggestions for the program of the agency or community
may be drawn,

The plans are the product of voluntary joint consider-
ation, They are presented to the Jewish community re-
lations agencies as recommendations drawn up by those |
agencies themselves in the course of joint deliberations, 4




Background for the 1955-56 Plan

The following is a compressed statement of the joint
observations and judgments of the member agencies of
the NCRAC regarding some of the conditions, develop-
ments and tendencies that must affect the planning of
program for 1955-36. It is based on intensive reviews and
analyses by various standing committees, which were
subsequently scrutinized and in some cases revised by
the Plenary Session.

EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY

Supreme Court Anti-Segregation Ruling.

Overshadowing every other development in many
years in regard to the equalizing of opportunity is the
U.S. Supreme Court ruling that segregated public schools
are unconstitutional, Implementation of that ruling will
have the most far-reaching effects, especially upon the
South, The injection of anti-Semitism into the contro-
versy over desegregation by southern segregationist
"agitators has introduced special problems into a situ-
ation already fraught with community relations impli-
cations for Jewish communities in the South.

The principle enunciated by the court that *“‘sepa-
rate is ... inherently unequal,’’ already has and will in-
creasingly find expression in judgments affecting other
aspects of our national life. Racially segregated hous-
ing has been widely recognized as the essential element
in keeping the races apart, in perpetuating segregation
in schools, in places of entertainment, and in many other
aspects of the life of communities, in northern cities,
Efforts to break down discriminatory housing practices
are likely to increase during the coming year, with re-
sultant opportunities and problems for Jewish community
relations agencies,

One possible indirect consequence of the focusing of
attention on racial segregation may be an increased
emphasis — in intercultural education programs, in the
operations of public agencies, and otherwise — on race
and color, to the further diminution of already inadequate
attention to problems of interreligious relationships and
discrimination based on religion. This may pose new or
intensified problems of interpretation of Jewish problems
and Jewish needs to public anti-discrimination agencies.

Broader Implications of Racial Issues

The struggle for racial equality has far-reaching
ramifications and will increase in significance as events
nnfold, As the Asian and African colonial peoples pursue
their inevitable course toward emancipation and political

independence, they will grow increasingly aware of the
role of distinctions based on race and color in most parts
of the world; and their attitudes toward various nations
and peoples — including their attitudes toward Jews —
will be deeply influenced by their observations.

Issues of racial segregation thus cannot bhe regarded
by American Jews as affecting only their relationships
with the Negro group and with other groups in the white
community in this country. The stake of the American .
Jewish community in racial desegregation must be viewed
in the global and long-range perspective, rather than in
the parochial framework of immediate community inter-
relationships alone,

Civil Rights Legislation — State and Local

Legal prohibitions of discrimination in employment
because of race, religion or origin were enacted in two
states — Michigan and Minnesota — during the early
months of 1955, raising to 14 the number of states that
have adopted fair employment practice laws. A number of
other state legislatures enacted laws extending various
other civil rights protections to their people, Vigorous
campaigns in several other states for FEP and other
civil rights laws failed of success by narrow margins.
Municipal civil rights enactments also were numerocus,
Thus, the long-range program of the Jewish community
relations agencies for statutory prohibition of discrimi-
nation appears to be bearing fruit at the state and local
levels, Few state legislatures will be in session during
the 1955-56 period, Opportunity will thus be afforded for.
greater concentration of effort on the consolidation of
gains through more effective administration of existing
laws and on the enactment of municipal civil rights
ordinances.

‘Civil Rights Legislation — Federal

The first session of the 84th Congress appears to be
drawing to a close. without action on any civil rights mea-
sure, Non-segregation amendments have been introduced
to pending bills for housing, federal aid for school con-
struction, and the creation of a trained military reserve;
but these seem doomed to defeat in the face of admini-
stration opposition and the interplay of political motives.
The dramatic decision of the Supreme Court in the school
segregation cases seems to be regarded both by members
of Congress and by the public as obviating the need for
legislative action, The campaign for federal civil rights
legislation, pursued with energy for a number of years,
lapsed into apathy. There is no prospect for the enact-



ment of such legislation unless there is an early vigor-
ous renewal of educational activity in support of it.

Labor -Merger

The prospective merger of the American Federation of
Labor and the Congress of Industrial Organizations will
create a new dimension in labor organization in this
country. Its potentialities are too vast to attempt to de-
fine in brief terms. The merged organization has commit-
ted itself strongly to support of civil rights. This should
open greater avenues for fruitful activity in this field.

Immigration Laws

Notwithstanding a growing recognition of the in-
adequacies and shortcomings of our national immigration
policies and statutes, and despite considerable strides in
the organization of public support for corrective action,
the many excellent proposals for such action, pending
since the opening of the Congressional session, again
seem likely to be brushed aside. At most, some minor
amendments of the Refugee Relief Law seem possible of

enactment,

INDIVIDUAL FREEDOMS

The International Situation X

As the result of a dramatic change of phase in the
cold war in early 1955, hope has been generated that
armed conflict between the Soviet imperialism and the
free democracies of the West may be averted.

A conference “‘at the summit’’ has been arranged, an
international congress on the peaceful uses of atomic
energy is in prospect, there are signs that a high-level
meeting may take place between the United States and
Communist China. These and other moves, reflecting the
great desire of our government to avoid war by all honor-
able means command bipartisan support in Congress.
Senator McCarthy and the other extremists in the national
legislature find themselves isolated from the mainstream
of opinion and their denunciations draw small attention.
There has been a notable relaxation of tension in the
general public, an apparent lessening of diffuse feelings
of anxiety and apprebension. This is reflected also in
official quarters. While the federal security program, with
its gross disregard of traditional civil liberties typified
in the Fort Monmouth, Chasanow and Ladejinsky cases,
remains in effect, there are evidences that it is scheduled
for thorough bipartisan examination and probable revision.

 Givil Liberties

The threat to civil liberties thus seems much less
serious than in many months, Yet, the basic circum-
stances that gave rise to nationalist isolationism, to
panicky excesses in the name of security, to intolerant
demands for conformity only a few months ago remain es-
sentially unchanged, There have been no fundamental
indications that the Communists have abandoned or modi-
fied their basic aims or their methods of espionage, in-
filtration, and conspiracy, The nationalist-isolationist
movements that, within the past few months, heralded
their invigoration by fresh leadership drawn from wealthy
and influential groups, are not dead but only quiescent.
Any “incident’ in the cold war may again plunge us into
fear, insecurity, frustration, and anxiety, reawakening
the need for scapegoats and again generating a public
readiness to accept political nostrums. The whole ma-
chinery of investigation known as the federal security
system is intact; its dangerous potentialities as a des-
troyer of traditional individual liberties are increased by
its applicability under newest regulations to workers in
plants with government contracts as well as to govern-
ment employees. Nothwithstanding a deep dedication to
principles of individual freedom at all levels of American
life, demands for censorship and suppression of intel-
lectual inquiry and speculation, are recurring phenomena;
they can easily be fanned into fresh life.

A cauntious optimism concerning prospects for civil
liberties would seem justified. At the same time, con-
tinued alertness to incursions upon individial freedoms
would appear to be necessary. The present climate may
prove favorable for the enhancement of civil liberties,

INTERRELIGIOUS RELATIONSHIPS

Sources of Conflict; Bases for Cooperation

There has been an intensification of interreligious
conflicts centering upon such issues as Israel, religion
and the public schools, ‘““McCarthyism,”” bingo, divorce
laws, and child adoption across religious lines. At the
same time, there have been many evidences of increased
cooperation among religious groups for common ob-
jectives — legislative, social, and civie. Both conflict
situations and cooperative relationships involve the
three large faith groups in various ways. On some is-
sues, Jewish positions parallel those of one Christian
group, on other issues those of another Christian group,
on still others they are at variance with the preponder-
ance of Christian opinion in general. In these circum-
stances, Jewish community relations agencies must ap-
praise each situation and determine what considerations
shall guide their own actions,



Pro-Arab Anti-Israel Propeganda

A major source of interreligious tension is to be
found in the intensified activities in recent months of
pro-Arab anti-Israel propagandists in the United States.
Through exploitation of the relationships of certain of the
Arab governments with religious and educational bodies,
the pro-Arab propagandists are enabled to reach in-
fluential opinion-molding individuals and groups. Their
propaganda materials are frequently anti-Semitic by impli-
cation and overtone, if not explicitly, There are unre-
solved questions regarding the nature of the relationships
of the Jewish community relations field to the complex
and ramifying problems in this area, Meanwhile, there has
been increased participation by Jewish community re-
lations agencies in deliberations among presidents of
major national Jewish organizations and in national con-
ferences concerned with various aspects of Israel’s situ-
ation and their relation to.U.S. policy in the Middle East.
These problems will require much consideration in the
forthcoming period, along with continued alertness to and
counteraction of the probably further expanded activities
of the pro-Arab propagandists.

GENERAL FACTORS AFFECTING COMMUNITY
RELATIONS PROGRAMMING

Election Year

. A Presidential election will take place in November,
1956. The national party conventions, where platforms
are drawn up and candidates nominated, will take place
during the summer of 1956, In the course of the con-
ventions, and prior to them, opportunities will be afforded
for Jewish community relations agencies to put forward
proposals for planks in the party platforms and to seek
commitments on issues from prospective candidates, Dur-
ing the campaign itself, it will be necessary to maintain
alertness for breaches of campaign ethics, the intro-
duction of racial and religious bigotry, etc. The period
will be a favorable one for the intensification of public
educational activities on issues, for there is a heightened
public interest in all political matters in campaign years.

General Economie Conditions

The general level of employment, earnings, and
spending is high and there are many evidences of con-
fidence in business circles, Conditions that a year ago
appeared to foreshadow a recession seem now to have
adjusted themselves, The outlook for the economy is en-
couraging. At the same time, a stubbornly persistent core
of unemployment and continuing inflationary tendencies
would seem to counsel a cautious alertness for signs of

economic stress. Should these become intensified, they
may produce increased discrimination against Jews, thus
augmenting the always serious problem of combatting
such discrimination.

United Nations

As a result of developments dealt with in an earlier
part of this background review, articulate opposition to
the United Nations diminished markedly in the United
States during the first half of 1955. Forces inimical to
the international organization and its agencies are not
defunct, however. The further unfolding of events on the
international scene will largely determine whether the
UN will continue to grow in acceptance or again come
under vigorous attack from isolationist-nationalist
sources, The tenth anniversary of the founding of the
United Nations will be observed late in 1955, This and
the review of the UN Charter, which is scheduled to fol-
low, will afford oceasions for public discussion of the
international agency.

International Conventions

No action whatever is in prospect toward ratification
of the Genocide Convention or the Covenant on Human
Rights, and none can be contemplated in regard to the
Convention on Stateless Persons. Only continued un-
abated efforts will serve to keep these issues alive,

Education

Problems of public education will loom large on the
scene in the forthcoming period. School curricula, teach-
ing methods, administration — all are subjects of con-
troversy, The libera] progressivism in education that has
characterized trends over some years is under strenuous
attack from irresponsible quarters, Values for which
Jewish community relations agencies have long struggled
are jeoparized, A White House Conference on Education
is scheduled for November 1955 and preparatory state-
wide and local conferences for earlier months, The
preparatory conferences will require close attention from
local Jewish community relations agencies. These confer-
ences and the White House Conference itself will provide
unparalleled opportunities for joining in advocacy of
adequate school facilities and, at the same time, for
raising points regarded as important by the commaunity re-
lations field for incorporation in recommendations that
will emerge from the conferences,

There is a continuing trend toward increasing college
enrollments, reflecting rising birthrates and the generally



favorable economic status of the nation. As pressure on
the limited facilities of universities and professional
schools increases, there is danger that criteria of selec-
tion may become increasingly discriminatory.

Neighborhood Changes; Population Movements

Far-reaching changes have taken place in recent
times -in the character of Jewish communities. This has
been greatly affected by population movements — move-
ments of Jewish families, in considerable numbers, out of
urban areas to suburban communities; infiltrations of new
population groups into urban areas previously predomi-
nantly Jewish in composition; the emergence of suburban
communities almost totally Jewish in population; and
many other variations. In many cases, as a result of
these shifts and changes, Jewish populations are con-
fronted by circumstances totally different from those that
have hitherto largely determined the nature of community
relations programming, creating need for new forms of or-
ganization and new approaches. This need will pose a

6

great challenge in the coming year to the Jewish com-
munity relations agencies,

(rermany

The evident success of American efforts to bring
about the rearmament of Western Germany and the in-
clusion of that country in the plan for military defense of
Furope against Communist threats has introduced a new
factor into the already complex issue of Germany as it
affects Jewish community relations.

Close of American Jewish Tercentenary Observance

Although the American Jewish Tercentenary has
drawn to a close, and the programs developed during the
Tercentenary year are not directly applicable to the forth-
coming period, many of the materials and resources de-
veloped in the course of the commemoration may prove to
have continuing values that can be utilized in continuing

programs,



Guide to Program Planning
1955-56

Some of the conditions that affect program planning
for 1955-56 are outlined here in terms of (1) changes from
1954; (2) new developments, not previously present; (3)

continuing long-range tendencies,

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES in the situation confronting the
Jewish community relations field in 1955-56, in com-
parison with 1954, include:

o A marked reduction in immediate concern over prob-
lems of civil liberties. Although pressures for conform-
ity continue, there is not now the same occasion for
such great anxiety as was felt at the time the joint
program plan for 1954 was developed.

A lessened concern over possible deterioration in the
general level of prosperity. There are renewed in-
flationary pressures, however, and unemployment per-
sists in some areas,

The American Jewish Tercentenary observance, which
loomed large in planning for 1954, has been completed.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS AND CONDITIONS affecting

planning in 1955-56 but not present in 1954 include the

following:

® The U. S, Supreme Court order of May, 1955, regarding
local responsibility for desegregation of public schools.

® Anticipated merger of the AFL and CIOQ, with the
merged organization strongly committed to a civil
rights program,

The preliminary phases of the 1956 elections, includ-
ing campaigns for nomination, party conventions and
the beginning of the election campaigns, ‘

The White House Conference on Education, with
preparatory state and local conferences and with fol-
low-up,

The tenth anniversery of the establishment of the UN
and United Nations Charter revision session,

Public exposure of the failure of the Refugee Act.

LONG-RANGE TENDENCIES AND DEVELOPMENTS
which, in 1955.56, as in previous years, will have con-
tinuing program implications, include:

A low level of overt manifestations of anti-Semitism,
with diversion of demagogic attacks to other issues,
such as comic books, UNESCO, modern education,
water fluoridation, etc.

Continuing interreligious tensions, growing out of dif-
ferences on numerous important social issues,

Further intensified pro-Arab anti-Israel propaganda,

Population shifts and changing urban and suburban
neighborhoods, with resultant changes in community
inter-relationships,

The continuing cold war, with a dramatic change of
phase, bringing about an apparent reduction in inter-
national tensions,

PROGRAMS CONTINUING THROUGH 1955-56

In order to meet the problems and needs which can be
anticipated for the 1955-56 period, Jewish community
relations agencies should continue to pursue vigorously
those programmatic activities designed to:

Advance equality of opportunity in employment,
education, housing, and immigration.

Foster understanding of the necessity of in-
dividual freedoms to democracy and promote
democratic measures for the protection of those

freedoms against Communism, reactionary ex-
tremism, and all other threats.

Foster interreligious amity and guard re-
ligious freedom.

Maintain an atmosphere of mutual acceptance
and respect among all groups.

Assist communities in organizing their re-
sources to maintain amicable community re-
lationships.




'PROGRAMS OF TIMELINESS AND IMPORTANCE IN 1955-56

Particularly timely and worthy of emphasis in 1955-56
are the following program items:

e Facilitating in every possible way the accomplishment
of complete integration in the public schools in all parts
of the country, with the least possible community
disturbance, through:

a. An intensive program of interpretation within the
Jewish community in order to create greater awareness
and understanding of the Jewish concern and stake in
the desegregation issue.

b. Support of and participation in representative
citizens groups to facilitate integration and in efforts,
including court actions, to prevent circumvention of the
Supreme Court decision.

c. Intensified efforts to eliminate segregation in
housing as @ major factor in preventing public school
integration.

d. Efforts to establish machinery for common plan-
ning and a continuing exchange of information and experi-
ences among the various agencies of the community con-
cerned with implementation of the Supreme Court decrees.

e latensification of educational efforts, particularly
within the Jewish community on church-state problems
and their implications for religious liberty; e.g.,

a. Continued implementation of 1954 recommenda-
tions in the church-state area.

b. State, regional, and local conferences on the
role of the public schools in dealing with religion and
other church-state problems.

c. Preparation and publication of material setting
forth the prevailing views in the Jewish community re-
garding religion in the public schools,

d. Introduction into the training programs of Rabbis,
teachers in public schools and Jewish schools of ap-
propriate materials bearing on these issues.

e. Development of cooperative relationships among
Rabbis, congregations and community relations councils

‘or working together on integrated programs in this area.
) ng log 4 prog

e Alertness to problems arising from pro-Arab anti.

‘Israel propaganda and continving interpretation of the

State of Israel. Specifically,

a. Intensified work with church leadership to
counter pro-Arab anti-Israel propaganda, so much of

which is aimed at Christian clergy and Christian church
bodies.

b. Interpretation within veterans, labor and other or-
ganizations of the importance of a strong secure Israel
as a bulwark against. Communist influence and possible
aggression in the Middle East,

¢, Effective liaison to these ends with Zionist
councils, nationally and locally.

& Alertness to incursions upon civil liberties, whether by
government or private groups. In this connection:

a. Support of a genuine objective investigation of
the federal loyalty-security program by an impartial non-
partisan body. ‘

b. Special alertness to attempts at censorship of
publications, whether by public agencies or private
groups, and to related attempts to intimidate publishers,
authors and sellers,

e Support of a free and democratic public school system
and of nondiscriminatory higher education, through

a. Active participation in the White House Con-
ference on Education and in the preliminary state and
local conferences. :

b. Support of federal aid for school construction to
schools complying with the Supreme Court decision,

c. Cooperation with the New York University inter-
cultural education project. (See page 24.)

d. Participation in and stimulation of citizens com-
mittees for the public school to counteract and forestall
attacks on the public school system and on modern edu-
cational methods.

e. Continued study of the nature and extent of dis-
crimination in admissions by institution of higher edu-
cation and continued efforts to eliminate discriminatory
practices,

o Cooperation with other groups in advancing under-
standing and support of the U.N. and its instrumentali-
ties. Specifically:

a. Continued advocacy of the U.S. ratification of
the Genocide Convention and the Covenant of fluman
Rights.

b. Continued opposition to limitations on the treaty
making powers of the Executive,



e Particuler attention to community relations issves in a. Intensified programs of interpretation within

the election, including Jewish communities of the purposes, nature and methods
of Jewish community relations work and of the stake of
a. Efforts to insure adherence to fair campaign the Jewish community in the objectives of the com-
practices and munity relations field.

b. Educational efforts toward the inclusion of fo-
vorable stands on civil rights, civil liberties, immigra-
tion, the U.N,, and other community relations issues in
the party platforms.

b. Particular attention to the needs of suburban
fewisk communities and to the novel problems of Jewish
community relations in such communities.

c. Interpretation to public agencies, such as mayors’

o Augmented consultation and interpretation to Jewish committees, governors’ committees, human relations
communities in regard to the organization and conduct of commissions, and the like, of the special problems of
Jewish community relations work. Especially, Jews in the area of corcern of those agencies.



DETAILED PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS BY AREA

These program recommendations were drawn up by
the various standing committees of the NCRAC for sub-
mission to the Plenary Session. Each of the standing
committees includes representatives of all the national
member agencies of the NCRAC and of the communities
in equal numbers. The recommendations of the standing
committees were reviewed and in some cases revised by

" the Plenary Session. As given here, the recommendations

reflect the thinking of the entire Plenum.

The Chairmen of the several standing committees are:

Committee on Civil Liberties and Defamation — Louis J.
Cohen, of the Jewish Community Council of Essex
County, N.].

Committee on Discrimination in Educational Institutions
— Milton Goldstein, of the St. Louis Jewish Com-
munity Relations Council

Committee on Employment Discrimination — Louis Fein-
mark, of the New Haven Jewish Community Council

Committee on Discrimination in Housing — Lewis H, Wein-
stein, of the Jewish Community Council of Metro-
politan Boston

Committee on Immigration Matters — Albert E. Arent, of
the Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

Committee on Interreligious Activities — Rabbi Maurice
N. Eisendrath, of the Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations

Committee on Legal and Legislative Information ~
Herman L., Weisman, of the American Jewish Congress

Committee on Labor ~ Charles Zimmerman, of the Jewish
Labor Committee

Committee on Veterans — Henry Albert, of the Jewish War
Veterans of the U.S.A. -

Committee on Intercultural Education — Maurice B. Fagan,
of the Philadelphia Jewish Community Relations
Council

Committee on Mass Medie — Julian A. Kiser, of the In-
dianapolis Jewish Community Relations Council

Committee on Community Consultation — Sidney Hol-
lander, of the Baltimore Jewish Council

Recommendations for Program
in the area of

CIVIL LIBERTIES AND DEFAMATION

Jewish community relations organizafions, while they
are not primarily civil liberties agencies, are deeply con-
cerned about civil liberties as essential to the growth of
a democratic society in which Jewish life can achieve
its full fruition.

The 1954 Joint Program Plan recommended “‘that a
comprehensive statement be drawn up and promulgated,
setting out the basis for the concern of Jewish community
relations organizations over current assaults upon and
breaches of civil liberties.”’ The formulation of such a
statement has been proceeding and is, at the time of
adoption of the present Plan, in the final stages. The
statement is to be completed with all possible despatch
and given the widest possible dissemination.

The status of civil liberties in-our natjon has im-
proved since the formulation of the Joint Program Plan
for 1954; but it remains a cause of deep concern, for the
underlying factors that affect civil liberties have not
changed markedly, and there remains an urgent need for
continuing programs to guard against resurgences of
anti-Semitism or other forms of bigotry.

10

Preservation and Enhancement of Civil Liberties

Many of the recommendations in the 1954 Joint Pro-
gram Plan continue valid for 1955-56, Accordingly, we
again recommend:

1. That nationally and in the communities, Jewish

community relations organizations, in concert with

others wherever possible but independently where
necessary, press for an investigation of the federal
security program by a commission such as is pro-

vided for in Senate Joint Resolution 21.*

2. Continuance of activities in support of reform of
legislative investigating committee procedures, in ac-
cordance with the statement of guiding principles
promulgated by the Jewish community relations agen-
cies through the NCRAC in 1954.**

* This resolution was adopted by the Congress. The loqical
impert of this recommendation, in view of the Congressiona
action, is that the effectuation of the resolution be supported,

** The Highest Common Good — Individual Justice. A state-
ment of guiding principles for legislative investigating com-
mittees. (March, 1954) Copies available on request.






