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INTRODUCTION

The JCPA Policy Compendium is a compilation of the current policy of the Jewish Council for Public
Affairs. The positions set forth in this Compendium were taken by the JCPA in Resolutions, Joint
Program Plans, Agendas for Public Affairs, and in various studies taken through the years. As new
positions are adopted by the agency, they will be added to this Compendium which will be made available
on the JCPA website.

The Policy Compendium is not an exhaustive record of all policies ever taken by the JCPA during its
more than 50 year history. That would be a massive document many thousands of pages long. We look
forward to the day, no doubt soon, when technology will enable us to place the entire rich historical
record of JCPA policies at our fingertips. The Policy Compendium, however, is a different document
entirely. It is an authoritative record of the current positions of the JCPA.

Eliminated from the Compendium are the background text that provided the context for the statements but
did not express policy positions. Neither does this Compendium include the full history of each position.
In many instances positions were restated, often multiple times, over the years — and policies evolved in
light of changing conditions. Where a policy position was superseded by a subsequent statement on the
same subject, the most recent policy statement is included in the Compendium. In several instances
different aspects of the same issue were covered in subsequent years. In those situations, each policy
position is included. In all instances, the year and source are noted. Where a policy position was
rendered entirely moot by historical circumstances, it has been eliminated. An addendum will be drafted
that will include those subjects addressed in policies many years ago which might not be moot, but have
not been reexamined in recent years.



ISRAEL, WORLD JEWRY, AND INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
ISRAEL AND THE MIDDLE EAST

U.S. - Israel Relations

The JCPA calls upon the United States to continue to build upon its special partnership with Israel, the
only democracy in the Middle East (Resolution adopted in February 2001); supports continued
strengthening of the U.S.-Israel alliance at the governmental and grass roots levels; adequate funding for
the Israel and U.S.-sponsored “Arrow” anti-missile initiatives; and close United States-Israel coordination
of peace initiatives (Agenda 1999-2000; Agenda 2000-2001).

Peace Process

In June 2002, President Bush outlined a vision, which contemplated the possibility of two states, Israel
and Palestine, living side by side. Such a vision, however, will only be realized when a Palestinian
leadership emerges that accepts the legitimacy of Israel as a Jewish state, takes effective action to end all
violence and incitement against Israelis and Jews, recognizes the historical and religious attachment of the
Jewish people to Jerusalem, and foregoes the claim that all Palestinian refugees have a “right” to return to
their villages and towns inside Israel. (Resolution adopted in February 2003). The JCPA reaffirms its
strong support for Israel’s pursuit of a secure and lasting peace with her Arab neighbors; and calls for
active U.S. facilitation and mediation of the peace process. Differences between the parties must be
resolved through direct, bilateral negotiations based on the Oslo Accords and UN Security Council
Resolutions 242 and 338 (Resolution adopted in June 1999; Resolution adopted in February 2000;
Agenda 1999-2000; Agenda 2000-2001), and unilateral actions that contradict them should be avoided
(Agenda 1999-2000).

The JCPA pledges to reinvigorate its solidarity with and action on behalf of Israel; expresses support for
Prime Minister-elect Ariel Sharon's search for a secure and lasting peace in the Middle East, as with all of
his predecessors (Resolution adopted in February 2001); expresses its support for the Israeli government
and its solidarity with the Israeli people during this difficult period, which has seen widespread violence;
and sends our condolences to the families who have lost loved ones, whether Arabs or Jews (Statement
adopted in October 2000).

The JCPA believes responsibility for the violence falls squarely on the shoulders of Chairman Yasser
Arafat and the Palestinian Authority (PA); deplores the rioting, the shootings by Fatah street gangs
(Tanzim), the brutal lynching of Israeli soldiers in Ramallah, and the destruction of Jewish holy places in
Nablus and Jericho Regrettably, all of these represent gross violations of past agreements signed by
Chairman Arafat, particularly the Oslo Accords, which the JCPA has consistently supported; and calls for
the re-arrest of Hamas and Islamic Jihad terrorist leaders released from PA prisons (Statement adopted in
October 2000). The JCPA disapproves of Chairman Arafat’s decision not to grasp the outstretched Israeli
hand for peace at Camp David, which has set back prospects for advancing negotiations and caused many
in Israel and the American Jewish community to lose confidence in him as a peace partner (Statement
adopted in October 2000). The JCPA calls on Chairman Yasser Arafat and other leaders of the PA to stop
the Palestinian-initiated violence, cease anti-Israel incitement, eliminate hatred toward Israel and Jews
being taught in Palestinian schools and fulfill all of their obligations under the Oslo Accords (Resolution
adopted in February 2000; Resolution adopted in February 2001).

The JCPA urges Egypt, Jordan, Turkey and other moderate states in the Middle East to encourage the
Palestinians to move in this direction; to realize Arab summit statements critical of Israel and the severing
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of relations with Israel by Morocco, Tunisia, and Oman only undermine chances for returning to a
constructive political process (Statement adopted in October 2000); to live up to their commitments to
eradicate anti-Israel and anti-Semitic incitement and to begin to seriously educate their populations —
children and adults — on the peace process, tolerance and non-violence; and to promote normal relations
with the people of Israel. (Statement adopted in October 2000; Resolution adopted in February 2000;
Resolution adopted in February 2001).

The JCPA calls on Syria, in demonstration of good faith to Israel, to cease to publish incendiary anti-
Semitic articles in its press; and encourages the Syrian leadership to issue public statements favorable to
reconciliation with Israel and begin preparing its citizenry for peace (Resolution adopted in February
2000).

The JCPA appreciates the overwhelming support demonstrated by Congress in adopting measures that
strengthen Israel and prospects for genuine peace in the region; opposes any aid to the PA if Chairman
Arafat unilaterally declares an independent Palestinian state - while supporting humanitarian and
democracy-building assistance to the Palestinians through programs run by responsible non-governmental
organizations (Statement adopted in October 2000); supports close monitoring of U.S. assistance to the
Palestinians to ensure that it is used to further the cause of peace (Agenda 2000-2001); calls for generous
U.S. security and economic assistance to Israel and its peace partners (Agenda 1999-2000; Agenda 2000-
2001); encourages President Bush and Secretary of State Colin Powell to continue the important U.S. role
of encouraging and assisting the parties to reach agreements; welcomes the administration's stated
intention to move beyond the Palestinian-Israeli issue and to focus sustained attention on threats to
regional stability emanating from Iran and Iraq; calls upon the U.S. to press Syria to rein in Hezbollah
terrorists who continue to attack Israeli targets from southern Lebanon (Resolution adopted in February
2001); and welcomes statements by senior U.S. government officials and members of Congress opposing
the Arab states initiatives to revive UN General Assembly Resolution 181 and to convene a conference of
the signatories to the Fourth Geneva Convention, actions, which can only serve to undermine the
peacemaking environment (Resolution adopted in June 1999).

The JCPA mourns the loss of innocent Israeli and Palestinian lives, the enormous suffering and the
human toll the conflict has had on both societies. At the same time, we condemn the decision of the
Palestinian leadership to use deadly terrorist acts as a tool to achieve political goals. The continued failure
of that leadership to prepare its people for peace, to stop the teaching of hate and to abandon, finally, its
goal of destroying the state of Israel, has contributed enormously to the deteriorating conditions in the
area. We support Israel’s efforts to suppress terrorism by any reasonable means. We further support
Israeli government efforts to provide humanitarian aid to the non-combatant population. We support
Israeli efforts to exercise great caution to minimize the deaths of innocent Palestinians, including those
who are caught in the cross-fire when Palestinian forces intentionally position themselves among civilian
populations. We support the Israeli government’s continued efforts to prevent any vigilante actions by
individuals directed against Palestinians and/or Israelis in the West Bank, Gaza, or in Israel proper. We
support the vital continued facilitating role the United State has historically played in the Middle East
process. We urge active efforts by the American government to work with Israeli, Palestinian, and other
Middle Eastern leaders to find common ground and a road that will lead to a cessation of violence and a
resumption of negotiations, while ensuring that no pressure is placed on lIsrael to take steps that would
jeopardize its citizens’ security and decrease prospects for peace. We further endorse President Bush’s
call for such reforms as a necessary step toward the possibility of enduring peace. We support the special
relationship between the United States and Israel as two allied democracies in an international campaign
against terrorism. As both countries confront an extensive network of Islamic extremist groups, including
Al Qaeda, that vow destruction here and abroad, we express our gratitude to the United States for its
strong support of Israel, including its growing recognition of the common threat faced by both nations.
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We call on the United States and the international community to intensify their efforts to pressure those
specific governments that finance and glorify terrorism to cease all support of terrorism. We also urge
sustained efforts to encourage political, educational and economic reform in Arab and Muslim states as
well as Palestinian society, to develop democratic, pluralistic, free and open societies with a commitment
to the rule of law and human rights. We express our outrage about the continuous hateful anti-Semitism
conveyed through government-controlled media, religious institutions, and schools in much of the Arab
and Islamic world, including the Palestinian Authority. We call upon the Administration to pay close
attention to incitement in the Arab media. We urge American Jews to maintain a strong sense of unity and
solidarity with the people of Israel, while recognizing that within this solidarity there is a diversity of
views on some matters of Israeli government policy. We welcome that diversity as healthy debate
provided that it is not aimed at weakening American support so critical for Israel’s security. The JCPA
encourages its member agencies to share these positions and views with members of the Jewish
community, U.S. and Israeli officials, and opinion-molders in the general community. (Resolution
adopted at the 2004 Plenum.)

The JCPA believes that new circumstances, especially the passing of Yasser Arafat, offer an opportunity
to advance the peace process between lIsrael and the Palestinians. The community relations field is
encouraged to convey the aforementioned positions and messages to members of the Jewish community,
to decision-makers and opinion molders in the general community, to the administration and Congress, as
well as to leaders in Israel, the Arab world and the international community. (Resolution adopted at the
2005 Plenum.)

Israel, in accord with the Roadmap, has undertaken responsibilities with respect to settlement activity
including the dismantling of unauthorized outposts. With regard to the issue of settlements generally, we
recognize that within our own community there are divergent views about current and future policies of
the Israeli government toward settlements. At the same time, we are united in the belief that the root
cause of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is not Israeli settlements but the continued unwillingness of the
Palestinian national leadership and most Arab states to accept the state of Israel as a permanent sovereign
Jewish state in the Middle East within secure borders. (Resolution adopted at the 2008 Plenum)

The JCPA believes that the Bush Administration should be commended for its active diplomacy in this
arena, including its leadership in convening the Annapolis conference and its recognition that direct
bilateral negotiations between the two parties -- free of external pressures and deadlines, and conducted in
the spirit of reconciliation and compromise -- is the surest path to peace; for its efforts to expand support
for peace and security throughout the region; and for its steadfast commitment to Israel's security.

The organized American Jewish community should support the Government of Israel's insistence that the
Palestinian Authority recognize lIsrael as a Jewish State.

The organized American Jewish community should affirm its support for two independent,
democratic and economically viable states -- the Jewish State of Israel and a State of Palestine --
living side-by-side in peace and security. We note, with sorrow, that Israel's repeated offers to
establish "two democratic states living side by side in peace and security,” have been met, time
after time, by violence, incitement and terror. (Resolution adopted at the 2008 Plenum)

Palestinians should receive closely monitored assistance in building the political, economic, and security
institutions necessary to lay the foundation for statehood.



Active support of religious leadership can play an important role in improving the peacemaking
environment. We encourage implementation of the promising commitments in the recent Communiqué of
the Council of Religious Institutions of the Holy Land.

The international community should continue its policy of isolating Hamas unless it fundamentally
transforms itself and meets the international community's three demands.

As the Israeli government enters negotiations on permanent status issues (including settlements, borders,
Jerusalem, and refugees) to reach a comprehensive and just peace agreement with the Palestinians, the
organized Jewish community should support those efforts, consistent with our longstanding tradition of
supporting the efforts of Israel’s government to achieve peace and security. (Policy Adopted by the 2008
JCPA Plenum)

(Dissent: The Orthodox Union does not agree with and dissents from the statement that “The organized
American Jewish community should affirm its support for two independent, democratic and economically
viable states — the Jewish State of Israel and a State of Palestine — living side-by-side in peace and
security.”

As stated in our amendment to the resolution’s text, “[w]e note, with sorrow, that Israel’s repeated offers
to establish ‘two democratic states living side by side in peace and security, ‘have been met, time after
time, by violence, incitement, and terror.”

Hamas controls the Gaza strip and continues to wage open warfare and terrorism against Israel. The
Palestinian Authority, which controls the Palestinian areas in the West Bank, has not demonstrated
sufficient capacity or willingness, as noted by the resolution, to prepare its people for recognizing Israel’s
right to exist as a Jewish state and the homeland of the Jewish people. If anything, such a statement
appears to reward the very acts of terrorism and anti-Israel behavior that other provisions of the resolution
criticize.

The Orthodox Union further disagrees with and dissents from the resolution’s statement that the
American Jewish community should support an Israeli government’s negotiation efforts with regard to the
status of Jerusalem — should that include the Government of Israel’s possible assent to the re-division of
the Holy City which the global Jewish community continues to view as the “eternal and indivisible capital
of Israel and the Jewish people.”)

Foreign Aid to Israel
The JCPA supports adequate funding for the Israel and U.S.-sponsored “Arrow” anti-missile initiatives;
generous U.S. foreign assistance to Israel and its peace partners (Agenda 1999-2000).

Economic Sanctions Including Divestment

The JCPA believes that Economic sanctions against companies doing business with Israel evince a
misunderstanding of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and are a cause for great concern. They polarize
people and communities in such a way that the actions themselves, and not peace, become the central
issue, making constructive actions for peace less possible; Efforts to single Israel out for economic
sanctions, to the exclusion of other regions and nations around the world, evidence a troubling double
standard that poses a serious challenge to intergroup relations; Support of economic sanctions against
companies doing business with Israel reward intransigence by suggesting that international pressure can
replace efforts to negotiate in good faith; Economic sanctions targeting Israel would also adversely affect
the Palestinian people, as the Israeli and Palestinian economies are intertwined, and thousands of
Palestinians work in Israel. Attacks on the economic life of the Israeli people not only undermine Israel's
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survival but also the economic viability of Israeli Arabs and Palestinians and contribute to instability in
the region. They detract from the goal of a formation of a lasting and solid peace based on co-existence,
economic relations and trade as well as other needed aspects of normalization that are crucial to the
building of that long dreamed-of peace; and, Those seeking to hasten peace should focus on efforts of
reconciliation, including investment in the many meaningful coexistence programs, that are necessary to
foster a generation of Israelis and Palestinians which will work and live side-by-side and move past the
teaching of hate and the resort to violence.

The community relations field should Educate and encourage the Jewish community, including the
campus community, to engage in dialogue within local communities with other faith and community
groups to build understanding and develop bridges of communication; and, Actively engage religious,
civic, political, labor, academic and other institutions to inform the community at large about the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, to oppose the use of economic sanctions, including shareholder actions and
divestment, as tools to address the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and support efforts to change such policies
where they have been adopted. Joint travel opportunities can be an important part of this effort.
(Resolution adopted at the 2005 Plenum)

Israel’s Environment

The JCPA believes that pollution and the depletion of natural resources in Israel threaten public health,
future economic viability, and regional stability the Jewish tradition, informed by primary Jewish sources
and by contemporary Jewish insights, includes a mandate to cultivate, protect and nurture the
environment; the organized Jewish community has an opportunity to help lIsrael benefit from the
substantial environmental expertise of the United States — through continued support and further
development of cooperative projects between the Israeli and United States governments. Faced with these
threats to the health and well being of Israel’s population, and in the spirit of friendship and mutual
benefit that has long characterized the relationship between the United States and Israel The JCPA
therefore resolves to support the passage of legislation in Congress which would allocate previously
undesignated funding for the implementation of the U.S./Israel MOU on environmental cooperation;
educate the Jewish community about the severity and urgency of the environmental crisis in Israel and
urge our members to make tackling this issue a priority in the upcoming year; work in coalition with both
faith-based and environmental organizations to help bring American expertise and resources to bear on
the environmental problems in Israel; encourage JCPA agencies and communities to aid in the search for
research grants that address these issues. (Resolution adopted at the 2004 Plenum.)

ISRAEL AND THE UNITED NATIONS/INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

The JCPA supports enhanced relations between Israel and the international community; initiatives by the
UN and other international bodies that reinforce the peace process; expanded diplomatic and economic
relations between Israel and the Arab world; Israel’s admission as a full-fledged member of the UN’s
Western European and Others Group (WEOG); recognition of Israel’s Magen David Adom (red star of
David) as an official emblem of the movement along with the red cross and red crescent (Agenda 1999-
2000; Agenda 2000-2001); rejects one-sided United Nations resolutions that condemn Israel for
employing "excessive force" (Statement adopted in October 2000); urges the U.S. to support greater
political and economic cooperation between the international community and lIsrael; encourage other
countries to sharply reassess their posture toward Israel in the UN, in particular the votes of most member
countries on anti-lsrael resolutions in the General Assembly (JPP 1993-1994)

Jewish - Arab Co-Existence

The JCPA calls for continuing support by the organized Jewish community for coexistence projects in
Israel designed to improve relationships between Israeli Jews and Arabs; applauds the efforts by many of
our communities to enhance Israeli Jewish/Arab relations and encourages community relations agencies
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to work in partnership with local federations, where appropriate, to strengthen these co-existence
programs and to include access to such programs on their missions; and supports Israel’s commitment to
maintain a strong vibrant democracy with active participation by all its citizens (Agenda 1999-2000;
Resolution adopted in February 2001); condemns the violent and lawless acts committed by a small
minority of Israeli Arab citizens during the riots of September 2000 and anyone who expresses support
for any acts of terrorism, including such acts carried out by Hamas and Hezbollah; and reaffirms that
Israel was created as a Jewish state, must continue to be supported as a Jewish state, and categorically
reject any suggestions that would compromise the institutions that make Israel a Jewish state; applauds
the Israeli government’s decision to significantly increase its financial commitment to predominantly
Arab communities within Israel — to improve both infrastructure and social conditions; believes that such
steps will help to reduce the level of tension within Israeli society and strengthen Israel’s security; and
commends the government’s decision to establish a commission to investigate Israel’s response to Israeli
Arab rioting (Resolution adopted in February 2001).

Israeli MIAs

The JCPA feels passionately about the fate of our Israeli brothers and sisters; is especially concerned with
the plight of those held captive in Lebanon by the Hezbollah in clear violation of international law and the
UN-endorsed agreement in regard to Israel’s withdrawal from southern Lebanon; and urges the United
States government, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, the international community, human rights groups
and people of goodwill everywhere to do everything possible to secure their immediate release and safe
return to their families. (Resolution adopted in February 2001; Statement adopted in October 2000); urges
the American and Israeli governments to keep the issue of Israeli MIAs on their diplomatic agendas and
pledges to support efforts to increase public awareness of the MIAs (Resolution adopted in 1996;
Resolution adopted in 1997).

American Jewish — Israel Relations

The JCPA supports efforts to develop pragmatic and consensus-based solutions to religious and personal
status issues in Israel; programs that educate the Jewish community regarding the complexity of religion-
state issues in Israel; initiatives that foster unity, cohesiveness, mutual respect, and tolerance among
diverse segments of Israeli society; continued philanthropic support to address the humanitarian needs of
all the people of Israel; and programs that strengthen the bonds between Israeli and American Jews
(Agenda 1999-2000; Agenda 2000-2001).

The JCPA will work vigorously in support of efforts to condemn Jewish extremist rhetoric and violence,
and to promote intracommunal dialogue. We will urge the full spectrum of religious institutions in Israel
and the American Jewish community to consistently condemn explicit extremist rhetoric or hate speech;
encourage the development of new initiatives through Israeli and American Jewish institutions, including
Jewish-Jewish dialogue, to promote civility and respect for democratic values; counter any attempts to
characterize an entire segment of the Jewish community as being monolithic or supportive of the kind of
extremist rhetoric that can create a volatile atmosphere: encourage the teaching of Jewish traditions of
mutual respect, democratic values and civility as part of the core curriculum in all Israeli and American-
Jewish educational institutions; urge all Jewish institutions in Israel, the United States and elsewhere to
cultivate an atmosphere of civil and respectful communal discussion on issues related to the peace process
and other controversial issues. (JPP 1996-1997)

The JCPA will participate in the wider Jewish communal effort to shape the future of American Jewish-
Israel relations, particularly Jewish identity building activities, such as expanding the number of young
Jews spending periods of time in Israel, and supporting preparatory and post-experience activities for
these individuals; continue to examine the nature and extent of its involvement in those internal public
affairs issues in Israel that have implications for American Jewish-Israel relations; and explore joint
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initiatives with Israel that reflect the Jewish tradition of tikkun olam and that strengthen the bonds
between the American Jewish community and Israel. (JPP 1995-1996)

(Dissent: The Union of Orthodox Congregations of America considers this topic to be outside the purview
of the JCPA.)

The JCPA continues to support Israeli government programs and initiatives by private organizations that
promote democracy and pluralism in Israel...we support the principle of electoral reform in Israel as a
means of strengthening Israeli democracy and the ability of the government to act decisively. (JPP 1992-
1993)

(Dissent: The Union of Orthodox Congregations of America considers this topic to be outside the purview
of the JCPA.)

Jerusalem

The JCPA supports the preservation of an undivided Jerusalem as Israel's capital under Israeli sovereignty
(Agenda 1999-2000; Agenda 2000-2001; Resolution adopted in February 2001); continues to call for the
swift implementation of the Jerusalem Embassy Relocation Act of 1995, acknowledging Jerusalem as the
capital of Israel and calling for the immediate transfer of the United States Embassy to that city
(Resolution adopted in February 2001); deplores attempts by Chairman Arafat and other Arab leaders to
deny Jerusalem's unique place within Jewish religion and history; and reaffirms our support for Jerusalem
as the eternal, undivided, Capital of Israel. (Agenda 1999-2000; Resolution adopted in February 2001)

Palestinian “Right of Return”

The JCPA rejects any effort, under the banner of the "right of return,” to force Israel to accept hundreds of
thousands of Palestinian refugees, a claim which has no legitimacy and is nothing more than a formula for
Israel’s destruction (Agenda 1999-2000; Resolution adopted in February 2001)

Iraq

The JCPA strongly supports the Administration’s efforts to bring about Iragi compliance with United
Nations resolutions adopted in the wake of Saddam Hussein’s aggression against Kuwait and Israel
(Resolution adopted in 1998); and endorses the objectives of U.S. policy to obtain withdrawal of Iraqi
forces from Kuwait, to protect foreign nationals, especially American citizens being held against their will
by Iragi authorities, to maintain the free flow of oil in the Middle East and to deter Saddam Hussein from
aggression against Saudi Arabia and any other state in the region. (Resolution adopted in 1990)

Arab Economic Boycott

While the primary boycott [Arab boycott of Israel and Israeli companies] is appropriately a subject for
discussion in the peace process, the JCPA believes that an end to the secondary and tertiary boycotts
should be aggressively pursued outside that framework because the targets are companies from the U.S.
and other countries, which are not involved in the Arab-Israeli dispute (JPP 1992-1993).

Environment

The JCPA calls on the Israeli government to address the rapidly deteriorating environmental conditions in
Israel. The Palestinian Authority and neighboring countries are also called upon to remedy environmental
challenges that impact the entire region. (Agenda 2000-2001)



Travel to Israel

The JCPA reaffirms its unflinching support for the Jewish State; encourages all American Jews to visit
Israel in the very near future as an expression of their solidarity with the people and the land of Israel
(Resolution adopted in June 2001).

Teaching about the Middle East

The JCPA encourages the field to identify problems with respect to anti-Israel bias in curriculum
materials for primary and secondary schools and teacher training programs on the Middle East; work with
local school officials to promote programs and materials that create a better understanding of Israel and
the challenges it faces (JPP 1994-1995); the approach to this issue should not be exclusively
reactive...Academic and “think tank” institutions should be encouraged to publish and disseminate
curricular materials and to sponsor teacher-training programs that portray Middle East issues fairly and
accurately (JPP 1992-1993).

Social Justice in Israel

The gap between the rich and poor in Israel has continued to grow, with Israel now rated second in the
Western world, after the United States, as having the largest gap in income. The hardest hit tend to be
Ethiopian Jews, recent immigrant communities, Mizrachim (Jews from the Middle East and North
Africa), and/or families living in smaller development towns. Arab citizens of Israel, roughly 20 percent
of the population, also suffer tremendously from these problems. We as an American Jewish community
need to renew our commitment to assist those Israelis in greatest need. We should do more to help
address the social and economic inequities within Israel. This includes narrowing the gap between the rich
and the poor, improving educational opportunities for all Israelis, especially in development towns and
immigrant communities such as Ethiopian Jews, and ensuring that all citizens of Israel are treated to an
equal share of social services. (Resolution adopted at the 2003 Plenum).

Israelis Evacuated by the Disengagement

The Israeli citizens evacuated from their homes in Gaza and northern Shomron amidst the hope that peace
would follow still await the resources they need to rebuild and relocate their lives. Many evacuees are
without permanent housing, stable jobs, or the resources necessary to fully rehabilitate themselves
following the ordeals they experienced. These Israeli citizens need further assistance as they continue to
rebuild their lives. The JCPA believes the global Jewish Community must remain committed to
supporting these displaced and traumatized Israelis; Commends the assistance of the United Jewish
Communities and other organizations and communities to these individuals. JCPA member organizations
are encouraged to provide financial assistance and emotional support for the displaced former residents of
Gaza and the northern Shomron who were evacuated from their homes; Raise awareness regarding the
plight of the Gaza and northern Shomron evacuees and seek necessary support for them; Advocate in their
meetings with Israeli government officials for the full compensation and rehabilitation of the Gaza and
North Shomron evacuees, requesting in their discussions that the Government of Israel declare the
housing, employment and social welfare of these Israeli citizens a national mission of appropriate priority.
(Resolution adopted by 2007 Plenum)

Israelis Attacked and Disp